
 



About the project 
 
The World in Faces is a project about peace and love. 
 

Three views on the world 
The name of the The World In Faces has three dimensions: 
 

1. The world is our common place of living. The world that consists of the faces of 
people of more than ten thousand ethnicities.  It’s important to  live together in peace 
and harmony, to love each other. Otherwise this world, our home, will be destroyed 
by ourselves, sooner or  later. 

2. A face of each of us is like a whole new amazing world, a universe that is unique for 
every individual, every single person living on this planet. Let’s respect and love each 
other. 

3. The word mir (the world) in all Slavic languages has a double meaning. It also means 
peace. We all are coming to this world with peace, happiness, an inner light within. 
It’s important to open our hearts, our minds, to be able to read this peace on the face 
of every person around. We all are coming to this world equal, we all deserve to be 
loved and respected. 

Mission 
 
To document, via artistic photographic portraits, people of all ethnicities of the world in 
traditional clothing and surroundings, visiting places of their ancestral living.  
 
To create a diverse, amazing, vivid collection of portraits of the people of all incredible ethnic 
groups living on this planet. To visit its remote corners, where authenticity, culture and 
traditional lifestyle is still alive. There are more than 10,000 different ethnicities in the world, 
every one of them is unique and deserves the same respect and recognition as all the 
others. However, due to the rapid globalization, destruction of the traditional environment, 
conflicts on racial and religious grounds, many ethnic minority groups, at a catastrophic rate 
are going towards a total extinction, ancestral languages and traditions are being forgotten. It 
is critical not to let them disappear without a trace, to tell the world about these unique 
people, to show their faces, thereby drawing attention to their situation. 
 

Objectives  
To show the incredible diversity of our multicultural world via  photo portraits of people of all 
ethnicities inhabiting our planet. 



Diversity, dignity, beauty, wisdom, vibrance of cultures and traditions of people of different 
ethnicities, reflected in the portraits of The World in Faces photo project, should make 
viewers realize that we all live in a beautiful, yet so fragile world. The world that is our 
common home for people of different ethnicities, religions and cultures. Every nation is no 
better or worse than others, we are simply different. However, our differences should not be 
an obstacle to understanding each other or a cause for hatred. Quite the opposite, we must 
admire and respect our diversity and the uniqueness of every nation living on this planet. 
 

Vision 
To make this world a bit more tolerant and kind place to live in. 
 
All of us are different - we have different religions, traditions and skin color. Nevertheless, we 
all share the same moral values, understanding of what is right and what is wrong. We all 
believe in freedom, equality and justice. We all want peace and a better future for our 
children. So let’s live in peace and harmony. Let’s try to preserve our cultures and traditions 
for future generations. Let’s be more tolerant towards each other. Love. Peace. Tolerance. 
 

About the Author 
 
Alexander Khimushin is a nomadic ethno-photographer. He has been on the road for the last 
12 years of his life and has visited 86 countries. 
 

 
 
 



Born and grown up in Yakutia - the coldest region of the world and one of the most isolated 
regions of Siberia. At the age of nine Alexander takes his first photos using his grandfather's 
film camera. Since then, his life, one way or another, has been related to photography. 
Sixteen years ago, following a childhood dream, he quit a successful photo-business and 
relocated from a snowy Yakutia to the wet tropical jungle of North Queensland, Australia. In 
Australia, Alexander completes a post graduate degree in Business Administration (MBA) at 
James Cook University with a high distinction. 
However, his dream to see the world and passion for photography prove to be stronger. 
Leaving the business career behind, packing only a backpack, he sets on a journey that will 
never end. Alexander Khimushin travels alone, choosing the most remote and inaccessible 
corners of the world. The author believes that visiting indigenous ethnic groups living in 
these places, learning about their cultures and traditional way of living has been the most 
inspiring experience of his life journey. 
 

 

Milestones 
 
 
 



 
Afghanistan Girl / Alexander Khimushin (с) 2015 

2008-2014  
 
During his years of travel Alexander Khimushin virtually does not let the camera out of his 
hands. Among many other photographs, he shoots portraits of people of different 
nationalities. 



2014  
 
While working on a photo essay for My Planet (TV Channel), sorting out large photo archives 
accumulated during the years of his globetrotting, Alexander comes up with an idea to 
collect together all the portraits he took in different countries. A few hours later, his gaze is 
an incredible kaleidoscope of faces. Looking at them, bright memories of meeting these 
people and experiencing their cultures begin to flood back to his mind. Alexander Khimushin 
clearly realizes that it was these people and his exposure to various cultures of the world 
that largely shaped him as a person. He firmly believes that all of us, regardless of ethnic or 
religious background, deserve love and respect. Wherever Alexander's destiny would bring 
him to, people always treated him with warmth and kindness, willing to extend a helping 
hand in a difficult moment. It was so simple, yet such a powerful discovery that took years of 
travel to realize and fully appreciate. Alexander decides to tell about it to the world, to share 
his personal experience, to break stereotypes that have been developed in the minds of 
many people. 
 
Inspired by the idea, Alexander decides to devote his full time and effort to his new project: 
The World in Faces. He will continue travelling the world, but from now on with a special 
mission - to take photo portraits of people of all ethnicities of this planet, with an emphasis 
on disappearing ethnic minority groups, as well as people living in the most inaccessible 
corners of the world, where authentic ancient cultures and traditional lifestyles are still alive. 

 
Western Highlands Man, Papua New Guinea  / Аlexander Khimushin (с) 2017 

 



2016 
Information about the project appears in the English-speaking Internet and becomes viral on 
social networks. The photo story about The World in Faces and its author makes its way into 
the Western mass media. Portraits made by Alexander Khimushin are published by the 
world's leading media: The Daily Mail (UK, Australia) The Huffington Post (USA, Canada), 
Xinhua (China), Walla! (Israel), Dainik Bhaskar (India) and many others. As of the end of 
2016, photos of the project, as well as the author's interviews are published in 22 countries. 
 

 



Bodi Tribe Man / Alexander Khimushin (с) 2014 



Hamer Tribe Woman / Alexander Khimushin (с) 2014 



Ixil Maya Girl / Alexander Khimushin (с) 2016 



Wakhi Woman / Alexander Khimushin (с) 2015 



Meanwhile, Alexander Khimushin continues his journey. During the year, he spends about 
ten months on the road, more than six months of which - in the most remote places of 
Siberia, driving more than 25,000 km (15,000 miles) alone behind the wheel of an SUV. The 
project receives a wide resonance in all the regions that he visits - Irkutsk Oblast, Buryatia, 
Yakutia, Khabarovsk Krai and Sakhalin. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Alexander manages to visit all indigenous ethnic minority groups living in these regions, 
largely unknown not only to the outside world, but also to Russia itself. Some of these ethnic 
groups are on the verge of total extinction with the total population varying from a few dozen 
to a few hundred people. 
 
Travel often takes place in extreme weather conditions. The settlements where most of the 
minorities of Siberia live are at a great distance from each other. Hundreds of kilometers of 
taiga and no connection to the outside world. 



 
 

 
 
The result of the expedition is the portraits of the indigenous inhabitants of Eastern Siberia 
and the Far East. He has taken portraits of Tofalars, Taz, Uilta, Ulchi, Orochi, Nivkhi, 
Negidals and all other ethnic groups living in this vast territory that is 30% greater than the 
the territory of the whole Europe or the US.. This kind of task is undertaken for the first time, 
no photographers, travelers or ethnographers had previously carried out projects of this 
scale. 
 
 

      



2017 
 
Photos from The World In Faces continue to win people's hearts throughout the world. 
Alexander Khimushin receives many emails and messages from people from all over the 
world with words of gratitude for his peacemaking mission. Artists from different countries 
ask for permission to use Alexander’s photos to create artworks.

 
Artwork by Netherlands based artist Jaap en Miep Seelbach-Scholte, 2017 
 



The publication of a series of 35 Siberian photographs in 2017 becomes an Internet 
sensation. After appearing on one of the most viral Internet sites in the world - 
boredpanda.com, the photo story of Alexander Khimushin in just three days is shared on 
Facebook by more than 80,000 people. It becomes one of the Top-1% of the materials ever 
published on this site. To date, the photo story is read over 650,000 times. This popularity 
formed on the social media user level, the website does not render any services promoting 
the content. 
 
According to the news aggregator Digg.com, the Siberian photo story becomes the best 
photo story of the week in the world. Another website, Mymodernmet.com, popular among 
creative professionals around the world, includes one photo from The World In Faces project 
in the "Top-40 best photos of 2017 from around the world".  
 

 
 
 
Below are just a few of the project’s photos that you have probably already seen somewhere 

on social networks or in the media.



Ulchi Woman / Alexander Khimushini (с) 2016 
 
 



 
Nivkhi Man / Alexander Khimushini (с) 2016 

 
 



Dolgan Woman / Alexander Khimushini (с) 2016 



Udege Man / Alexander Khimushini (с) 2016 



 
Sakha Woman / Alexander Khimushini (с) 2016 



 

 
Evenki Man / Alexander Khimushini (с) 2016 



 
 
After the release of the Siberian photo story, there is literally a flurry of requests for 
interviews and publications from the world's largest media, such as CNN, The Daily 
Telegraph, The Daily Mail, The Daily Mirror and many others. The project is also a great 
interest among photographers - Alexander Khimushin gives interviews to popular 
international websites about photography - PetaPixel and FStoppers. Photo story about the 
project The World In Faces has already been published in more than 60 countries around 
the world - from Saudi Arabia to Japan, from Bosnia to Chile, from Russia to the United 
States.  
 
 

 
 
 
A proposal has been made for the publication of a book from one of the established leading 
companies in the world of quality photo books - Rizzoli Books, with its own bookstore, 
located in downtown of New York since 1964. 

 
 



 
Alexander Khimushin also takes part in charitable and representative activities contributing 
to the preservation of the cultures of indigenous people. In November 2017 he visited United 
Nations Headquarters in New York, where for the first time in history, 12 elders and spiritual 
leaders of indigenous people of the world - from Amazonia to Siberia, from Africa to Alaska, 
gathered together. Alexander Khimushin volunteered to accompany the elder of the 
disappearing Uilta people living on remote Sakhalin Island of Far East of Siberia, Mrs. 
Minato Siryuko, to her journey to New York.  
 
This event in New York was an important milestone in preservation of nature and the 
environment. Indigenous peoples, who for a millennia treated nature with a special 
reverence, took only what was needed. Unfortunately, humanity has lost this balance, a 
spiritual connection that existed between people and nature throughout history. The elders of 
the indigenous peoples of the world are the last bearers of sacred knowledge about the 
relationship between man and nature. That is why this meeting was so necessary today.  
 

 
Reflection of Autumn / Alexander Khimushini (с) 2015 

 
As a part of this event, one of the world leading art-auction houses - Phillips, organized a 
charity auction. A photo by Alexander Khimushin, Reflection of Autumn, taken in Siberia, 
which the author donated to charity, was sold for USD 4000. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Alexander Khimushin, for the fourth consecutive year,  continues to work on the project The 
World In Faces without corporate sponsorship or government support. The collection of 
portraits has been replenished with a large number of photographs taken in Papua New 
Guinea and Mongolia, where the author spent a few months.  
 

 
Eastern Highlands Woman, PNG / Alexander Khimushin (с) 2017 



Western Highlands Woman, PNG / Alexander Khimushin (с) 2017 



 
Pormpuraaw boy, Australia / Alexander Khimushin (с) 2017 



Khalkh Mongolian Man / Alexander Khimushin (с) 2017 



 

 
Mongolian Kazakh Man / Alexander Khimushin (с) 2017 



 
Dukha Woman / Alexander Khimushin (с) 2017 



 
Publication in Dong-A-Science magazine, South Korea, 11/2017  

 
 
 
 



2018  
In February 2018, a large 8 page photo essay about The World In Faces was published by 
the National Geographic (Russian Edition). The essay has been recognised as the BEST 
EDIT (A+) in its class around the world, among all printed editions of the National 
Geographic Magazine by NG International Editorial Team based in Washington DC. 
 

 
 

 



February-April  2018, Alexander Khimushin, by invitation of the international team of 
scientists, for 1.5 months were exploring Russian Arctic to capture portraits of its indigenous 
inhabitants.  Reindeer herders of five different ethnic groups living at the remote part of 
Taymyr Peninsula were accessible only by a helicopter. The trip took place during the winter 
time with temperatures below -40°C( -40°F). The result of this expedition is a unique 
collection of the portraits of the indigenous people of the North: nenets, enets, nganasans, 
evenki, dolgans.  
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
The rest of the year Alexander plans to visit other ethnic minorities of Siberia. Once the 
Siberian part of the project is completed, Alexander will be travelling to other regions of the 
world to continue his peace making mission. 
 
In 2018, Alexander Khimushin, among other world class photographers (such as Steve 
McCurry), was  invited to partner with the UN Commision for Human Rights to prepare 70th 
Anniversary of the Declaration of Human Rights this year, taking part in StandUp Human 
Rights campaign by creating collages of his portraits (as one below). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In May 2018 Alexander won the prestigious competition Russia Travel Photo award by My 
Planet TV among thousands of photographers. A number of photographs taken by 
Alexander, as a part of the following exhibition, travelled to six largest cities across Russian 
Federation. 
 

 
 
In June 2018,  during the  FIFA World Cup, a large number of extra large photos by 
Alexander Khimushin were displayed at an open air exhibition on the main pedestrian 
historical Arbat street of Moscow. 
 



 
 
In July 2018, Alexander was invited to hold a personal photo exhibition in Ulan Ude, 
Buryatia, during the X International ethno music festival The Voice Of Nomads. A special 
large size yurt for this exhibition is now being erected with the support of the Ministry of 
Tourism of Buryatia.  The organizers of the Festival decided to keep this exhibition on a 
permanent basis. Until today it is open for general public and numerous fogeighn tourist 
visiting Buryatia - one of the major tourist destinations of Siberia and Russia. 
 
  



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Head office of Canon in Russia was one of the major official sponsors of this event 
 



 
 
2019 
 
In early 2019 Alexander Khimushin designed a cover of Indigenous World 2019, the most 
comprehensive book on Indigenous People rights, published in Copenhagen by International 
Work Group of Indigenous Affairs.  The book was presented April 25th 2019 at the United 
Nations during the 18th Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 
 
 
 



 
 
The large scale The World in Faces photo exhibition in Manhattan, New York City was 
displayed at the United Nation Headquarters for one month from 15 April - 15 May 2019. 
  
 
 
 
 



 
A half of his huge photos were displayed outside on the 1st. Ave along the UN 
Headquarters.  
 

 
Another half of the photographs were located in the main lobby of the General Assembly of 
the United Nations on the ground floor. The portraits of Indigenous People were displayed 
right next to the portraits of the UN Secretary Generals.  



 

 



 
 
In June 2019 Alexander Khimushin was invited as a honored guest to the Ostana Prize 
event in Italy to give a presentation of the World In faces photo project to the ethnic minority 
groups in Europe. 



  
 



In 2019 Alexander established an non-government foundation in the United States. It is 
designed to support and promote Indiginous Peoples rights all over the world. 
 

 
 
 
2020  
 
Alexander Khimushin was invited to participate in a major charity event organised by Le CIel 
Foundation and Christie's Auction House in New York and London. His photograph of a 
young woman from Mongolia was chosen by organizers as a headliner of the whole event, 
where over 50 photographers from all over the world donated their artworks and had starting 
estimated value of 15000 USD. The final auction was unfortunately cancelled to COVID -19 
restrictions in London. 
 



 
 
 
In November 2020 Alexander is invited to give some lectures to the students of Lille 
University in France. The Lille University, that is the major Arts and Culture Universities of 
France, is going to hold a large scale exhibition by Alexander Khimushin for the period of 
approximately  six months. 
 
At this moment Alexander is working on a preparation of The World In Faces exhibition that 
is scheduled for February 2021 in The UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. The one month 
exhibition is dedicated to an International MOther Language day celebrated on 21st 
February.  
 



 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
“ 

Our diversity is not a reason to hate each other. Quite the 
opposite, we must admire and respect it!  

-Alexander Khimushin 

” 



 


